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Hindutva is a dangerous set of ideologies that casts India as a country that doesn’t have to 
treat its ethno-religious minorities equally. The Hindutva movement, pushed by the RSS and its 
large network of affi l iates (the Sangh Parivar) try to present their agenda as the agenda of all 
global Hindus. This is both impossible and completely false.  

Yet the electoral success of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in India, along with the party’s 
deep RSS ties, has helped smuggle Hindutva’s discriminatory vision of one of the world’s most 
diverse regions from the margins to the mainstream, with devastating results. The antagonism 
against Muslims, Sikhs, Christians other non-Hindu minorities in India, and Dalits have become 
more socially legitimized, emboldened, and now threatens to destabilize India’s large diaspora 
populations across the world, including in Canada.  

Canadian leaders cannot allow individuals and organization that push a Hindutva vision of 
India—a supremacist vision that discriminates against minorities and has led to mass blood-
shed—entrench themselves in this country, perpetuate their supremacist ideologies, and radi-
calize relations between large faith-based communities.  

We have seen what such entrenchment has led to in India, where RSS-linked groups, militias, 
and mobs have compiled a disturbing list of pogroms and crimes against India’s minorities and 
various voices who openly oppose the vision of an intolerant India.  

Hindutva is not Hinduism, yet the Hindutva nationalist movement seeks to remake India and its 
diaspora communities in the image of a fundamentalist, intolerant, and ultimately violent ide-
ology. Canadian leaders and lawmakers must be informed about how this agenda is unfolding 
within Canadian cities and towns.
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